
 

 

Quotes For The Heart & Mind 

¶ ò Keep your face to the 
sunshine, and shadows will 
fall behind youó.~Walt 
Whitman~ 

¶ òYou must expect great 
things of yourself before 
you can do themó. ~Michael 
Jordan~ 

¶ We know what we are, but 
know not what we may beó. 
~Shakespeare~ 
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2021 Mandaree High School Senior Graduation 

The Senior class of 2021 took place at the Mandaree 

Celebration Grounds on May 27, 2021. They opened the 

graduation ceremony with a prayer by an elder. They also had 

an honor song by the Mandaree Singers. The student speaker 

was Francesca Ross and the Honorary guest speaker was 

Norma Baker Flying Horse. The Commencement Announcer 

was Charles Moran Sr. The class colors were black and white, 

Class flower was the students choice. Class song was òThe 

Good Old Daysó by Mackelmore and Kesha.  

The list of the graduating class are as follows: 

Brian Brugh Jr., son of Wanda Harris Brian Brugh Sr., and 

Nichole Thomas. 

Richard Conture: Son of Jamie Pretty on Top & Blaine 

Fredericks. 

Walter DeVille Jr., son of Lisa & Walter DeVille Sr. 

Don Fox: Son of the late Larry Fox & Joleen Wounded Face.    

 

  Continue on page.  3. 

Heath Hall son of Robin & 

Rhonda Hall Stands proudly 

with his diploma. 



 

 

  Before I begin with my update,  I would 

like to extend my sincere condolences  to 

the family and relatives of Ryan James 

Hunts Along family and relatives and the 

Edward Finley family and relatives on the 

lost of their beloved one. 

A new month is once again upon us. This 

past month a wellness training took place 

for the West Segment employeeõs you can 

read about it starting on page 7 of this monthsõ paper. The new 

school board members are Kelly Bradfield and Delanie 

Clairmont you can see the unofficial results on page 12. School 

is now dismissed for our kids are out for the summer months. I 

ask the parents, grandparents and children please wear your 

masks where ever you go. Its better to stay safe.  

As we enter the summer months, this is the time the 

maintenance crew will be working on the homes in located in 

the Black Eagle Estates to ensure that these homes would not 

have frozen pipes over the next winter. The maintenance crew 

will also be working on the trailers in White Oak making the 

necessary repairs. 

As I have mentioned before, the West Segment Cultural 

Department here in Mandaree will be hosting a traditional 

celebration. This traditional celebration will be held two days 

only on Saturday, July 17th and Sunday, July 18th, 2021 at the 

Mandaree Celebration grounds. The other event will be the 

INFR rodeo which will be held on July 15-16th if  you would 

like more information, please feel free to contact Lloyd Vigen at 

701.421.0523.   

Another event that will take place is on Saturday, July 17th, 

2021. This is a ride for our loved ones, we lost due to COVID 

and drugs. This ride will start at Ted Lone Fightõs ranch. All 

riders will ride to the Mandaree Celebration grounds. Which at 

that time, West Segment will feed the mourners at 12 noon 

then grand entry will be at 1pm. All dancers and drums will be 

paid. Specials are open to community members. They have a list 

of specials; Trajan Vigen Veterans welcome home, Spencer 

Wilkinson Jr., honoring & honoring of all Veterans.  

If  you would like more information on specials please feel free 

to contact Maybella Lone Fight at 701.421.2789 or Aaron 

Abbey at 701.421.5076. You can see the poster on page 12. 

On another note, we are still making progress in our 

community even though its slow right now, we will eventually  
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 get all that we need completed.  Just be aware that the 

majority of costs for West Segment will be utilized repairing 

the Black Eagle estates. Other funds will be used for fencing 

crews for our elders new homesites within range units. 

  Iõm very thankful for The TAT Restoration program has been 

working on the markers at the Independence Cemetery . 

I would like to acknowledge and congratulate all our 

graduates from Kindergarten, Eighth grade and our High 

School Seniors. I would like to congratulate all of them. Best 

of luck to our 2021 High School Seniors we wish you the 

best in your future endeavors.  

I would like to congratulate one of our community members 

who was recently newly elected to the Board of Directors for 

the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame. Newly elected Board 

member is Ivan Johnson. 

According to Richard Thompson, Executive Director for the 

North Dakota Hall of Fame states; òWe recently have two 

newly elected board members who are Ivan Johnson and 

Nelson Heart. We had two openings so when they came up 

we decided we wanted these two openings to be Native 

Americans. We wanted that influence. We have a board of 12 

members and when these two openings came up we looked 

at ten other individuals and out of those ten we selected Ivan 

Johnson and Nelson Heart to fill the vacancies. Both 

individuals will be on the board for a three year term, after 

three years it is up to them to stay on or not. Some of the 

responsibilities of our board members is to oversee and 

govern the hall by following our policies, we watch the 

finances and memberships to make sure everything is done 

right. One of our main goals for the North Dakota Hall of 

Fame was to make sure we had Native Americans on our 

board so we can better gain from a Native American 

perspective along with their ideas. Right now we have seven 

hundred and ninety members so we want to make sure we 

get things right. 

On behalf of West Segment we would like to congratulate 

Ivan Johnson as he ventures on a new journey being on 

board for the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame, located in 

Medora, North Dakota. 

We would like to invite everyone to our one day celebration 

of the Bakken Days set for July 2nd. See the poster on page 

24 of this newspaper. We have a great line up for all ages. 

Hope to see you all there!! 

 



 

 

Student Speaker, 

Francesca Ross.  

Each of  the 

graduating class 

received satin star 

quilts from the 

Mandaree School. 

C o u n c i lw o m a n 

Gladys Sherry 

Turner-Lone Fight 

and School Board 

member presented 

the 2021 Mandaree 

H i g h  S c h o o l 

graduates with a 

star quilt with the 

Mandaree Emblem 

on them. In the 

photos you can see 

her presenting the 

star quilts. In the 

photos below is 

Lloyd Vigen pictured 

with his daughter 

graduate Jessee Vigen 

who had an excellent 

GPA and was presented 

with $1,000 dollar 

scholarship for college 

by West Segment 

Councilwoman.   In the 

other photo below is 

Tony & Maranda Johnson 

& their family with their 

son graduate  Kasen 

Johnson.  

In the photo to your left is Council 

woman Gladys Sherry Turner-Lone Fight  

presenting a star quilt to Walter DeVille 

Jr., at the 2021 Mandaree Graduation 

ceremony. 
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Aspen Grady: Daughter of Kyle Grady & Devona 

Condon 

Heath Hall: Son of Robin & Rhonda Hall 

Kasen Johnson: Son of Tony &  Maranda Johnson 

Shyla Red Wolf: Sister of Tasha Shane 

Francesca Ross: Daughter of Glenda St. John & Marlin 

Ross 

Jessee Vigen: Daughter of Lloyd & Daniela Vigen. 

The Administration are: Superintendent: Ms. Tara 

Thomas 

9-12 Principal: Dr. Alfred Taylor, Ed.D 

School Board Members: President: Kelly Bradfield 

Vice President: Roseann Johnson 

Other Members: Ted Lone Fight III,  Gladys Sherry 

Turner-Lone Fight and Brad Sage. 

Special Thanks & Acknowledgement: 

Gladys Sherry Turner-Lone Fight West Segment Tribal 

Representative 

The Three Affiliated Tribes (TAT) 

Mandaree PTO Committee. 

The welcome 

was presented 

by  Jean in e 

Spotted Horse, 

who is pictured 

to your left. 

In the photo on 

the bottom is 

the Honorary 

Guest Speaker 

for the 2021 

Mandaree High 

School class is 

Norma Baker 

Flying Horse. 

On the next 

column you will 

see a picture of 

t h e  2 0 2 1 

Mandaree High 

School student  



 

 

Even though the 

weather was cloudy an 

a little windy the 

parade went on for the 

2 0 2 1  M a n d a r e e 

Kindergarten class and 

t h e  8 t h  g r a d e 

graduation.  

P a r e n t s  a n d 

grandparents and 

relatives all helped get 

their families squared 

away before the 

parade began. The 

parade was led by the 

Mandaree School bus 

and followed by 

families of  the 

Kindergarten class. 

The teacher for the 

Kindergarten was 

Anastasia Hold The 

Enemy. Here is a list 

o f  t h e  2 0 2 1 

Kindergarten Class: 

Leah D. American 

Horse, Heath D. Bear, 

Kiah C. DeVille, Rising 

Eagle E. Finley, 

C o n n o r  K . F o x , 

Kingman M. Hale, 

Britt T. Lachney, Linda 

R. Lincoln, Winona S. 

Lincoln, Novia J. 

Lockwood, Lucayan 

Manikateri, Kale W. 

Mann, Zaden T. 

Marshall, Moziz C. 

McCormick, Lloyd A. 

P e l ch e r- C o nw ay, 

Eastyn J. Ramsey, and 

Autumn R. Young 

Bird.  
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Around West Segment 
Amanda McKenzie Star Quilting Class 

It all began when she was ten 
years old. When she first 
started quilting with her 
mother Frances, who made star 
quilts as gifts and for give a 
ways.  

Her daughter Amanda started 
making start quilts and she 
finished it on her own when 
she was eighteen years old. Her 
mother, Frances, was surprised 
when she made her first star 
quilt and didnõt have any help. 

After she became proficient at 
her skill, she would cut her 
material out and sew her star. 
When she was done, she 
would quilt it be hand in one 

day. Since then, she has been teaching her daughters how 
to make star quilts and quilt them by hand. 

She recently had a star quilting class which was sponsored 
by West Segment. She had five participants who were all 
first time sewers. So far Amanda has showed them how to 
cut our their material out so they can complete their star. 

Presently, they are waiting for all participants to reach this 
point before they can move forward. In the next upcoming 
class they will then sew on the borders of the star and 
then build their boards to finish their product by hand 
quilting it. 

This class is still meeting every Monday and every 
Wednesday from 6pm-9pm at the Water Chief Hall in 
Mandaree.  

After this class is complete, Amanda may hold another 
session of classes if  there are enough participants. 

Anyone interested in 
learning how to make star 
quilts is encouraged to call 
Amanda at 701-421-2288 
to sign up or inquire about 
the next round of making 
star quilts.  

Pictured to your left is 
Colleen Halvorson learning 
the skill of making star 
quilts. 

2021 Kindergarten & 8th Grade Graduation & Parade 

Alicia McKenzie is 
c a r r y i n g  o n  h e r 
grandmotherõs Francis 
legacy. 


