
 

 

Quotes For The Heart & Mind 

~óKeep your face always 
toward the sunshine, and 
shawdows will fall behind 
you~Walt Whitman~ 

~óBelieve you can, and youõre 
halfway thereó. ~Theodore 
Roosevelt~ 

~óYou are never too old to set 
another goal or to dream a new 
dreamó. ~ C.S. Lewis~ 
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Largest North Dakota Wild Fire Burns Many Acres of land on Route 17 

This wild fire was horrendous when I drove out 

there as I got closer you could smell the smoke 

from the wild fire. As you can see in the photo 

above where itõs all black is where the wild fire 

burned. Many community members took it upon 

themselves to take photos of the wild fire while it 

was burning. This wild fire took itõs toll on our 

Mandaree Volunteer Fire fighters they were out 

there all the time day and night fighting this wild 

fire. The State of North Dakota is in a dry 

drought this year so that didnõt help at all and 

when it became windy outside the wild fires took 

off more and burned more land out on route 17. 

According to Fire Chief Marle Baker, he said on 

Saturday night about 10 miles south of 

Mandaree the wild fires were about 75% 

contained. Two black hawk helicopter's from 

South Dakota were on hand to help, they left on 

Monday, May 3rd. It rained and that helped out 

but it turned the soil into slick clay making it 

difficult for crews to make it to parts of the  

wild fire so they had to go on foot.  At 

that time Baker stated, this wild fire 

burned about 8,000 acres of land by 

route 17 had grown to 9,800 acres. 

According to Baker he hopes to have a 

95% containment by the end of 

Tuesday, May 5th. According to 

authorities, they suspect a burning coal 

seam was the cause of this wild fire.  

I was curious because I donõt know 

what a coal seam is so here is it: A coal-

seam fire is a burning of an outcrop or 

underground coal seam. Most coal-

seam f i res exhibi t  smoldering 

combustion, particularly underground 

coal-seam fires, because of limited 

atmospheric oxygen availability. Coal-

seam fire instances on earth date back 

several million years. So now we know 

what a coal-seam is. See press release on 

page 4 will give more information. 



 

 

  I would like to extend my sincere 

sympathy to the family and relatives of 

Luke Yeahquo and  to the family and 

relatives of Carlo Touchine on the loss of 

their loved ones. Please know we will 

keep you all in our prayers. My sincere  

sympathy goes out to the family and 

relatives who recently lost their loved 

ones from other segments. 

We are slowly moving in a positive direction with great things 

happening in our community. Last month we celebrated the 

Grand Opening for our Volunteer Fire Department and EMS. 

Then we recently had the grand opening for the CARE program 

here in our community.  The CARE  program has a lot to offer. I 

feel this program will help our members in our community. By 

taking small steps to heal from the losses we have gone through 

this past year.  I was pleased to see the community members 

who came to support the CARE Grand Opening. Witnessing the 

presentations given by guests,  gave me a profound feeling of 

pride to hear their heartfelt stories of how they recovered and 

are still in recovery.  

I recently had the opportunity to 

participant in the SB 2304 working 

session in Bismarck, North Dakota. 

Where Educators and leaders 

throughout our great state were on 

hand. I would like to thank Ken & 

Cara Hall for being great 

supporters in the SB 2304. In the 

photo to your left they are pictured 

with their daughter Faith. I would 

also like to acknowledge and thank 

NIEA for being the driving 

force in starting this process 

on SB 2304. So we can begin 

our journey in teaching our 

History and cultures accurately. 

An outstanding and amazing job 

from our own Ruth Buffalo, who is 

originally from our West Segment 

community. Pictured to your left is 

Councilwoman Gladys Sherry 

Turner Lone Fight and Ruth Buffalo. 

Councilwoman Turner-Lone Fight Update 
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Ruth Buffalo  has been very 

instrumental in helping make this 

a reality for our people. We 

appreciate all her hard work she 

is accomplishing on the State 

level. 

It was awesome to see our MHA 

Chairman Fox and members of 

the MHA Tribal Business Council 

there in Bismarck. Councilman 

C o r y  S p o t t e d  B e a r , 

Councilwoman Monica Mayer, 

myself and teacher Verna Lone 

Bear  from the MHA Nation.   

This working sessions will enable 

all educators, and those who 

participated to be able to implement 

these programs into our North 

Dakota school systems. There will 

be more working sessions in the 

near future to clarify and go 

over the right information. This 

will take time to as we have to 

include all tribes in the state. 

As far as our West Segment 

community we will start a total 

Immersion for our Hidatsa Language, located at Hwy 22 

house called the MHA Land & Livestock and West Segment 

Culture Department.  Where only the Hidatsa Language will 

be spoken while students are in the area.  On another note 

our Mandaree Public School is back in  construction and 

estimated date of the doors being open for students October 

2021.  Members of the board will be going around the 

community asking for charitable contributions to construct 

the potion of our outside fields; (softball, football, track, etc.).  

Your name/ family name will be signage on billboards, walls, 

& sidewalks etc.é if you need more information please feel 

free to call me at 701.421.9820.  

MHA Chairman Fox, 
presenting at the 
working session in 

Twin Buttes Councilman 

Corey Spotted Bear and 

Councilwoman Gladys 

Sherry Turner-Lone Fight 

were on hand at the 

working sessions 

Cara & Ken Hall and their 

daughter Faith also participated 

at the working sessions. 
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As you all know the Mandaree Celebration Committee decided 

not to put on our Celebration this year due to COVID and many 

losses we had in our community.  With that said,  many 

community members are wanting to have a gathering  and 

socialization this year since they have been isolated from 

friends and relatives. The West Segment Culture Department 

will be hosting a traditional celebration.  A poster will be in the 

next new paper.   The week of July 17-18, 2021.  The following 

events are to include INFR Rodeo on July 15-16, 2021 poster 

will be out for more information contact Lloyd Vigen 

701.421.0523. 

West Segment Traditional  Celebration will start out on 

Saturday July 17, 2021.  A ride for our loved ones, we lost due 

to COVID and drugs, will start at Ted Lone Fight Ranch  to  

Mandaree celebration grounds.  West  Segment will feed the 

mournerõs at 12 noon and Grand Entry will start at 1:00 pm.  

All dancers and drums will be paid.  Also included in the 

traditional celebration will be foot races, hand games, etc.  A 

poster is pending.  Specials are open to community members 

The following special they have so far are as follows;  Trajan 

Vigen Veteran welcome home , Spencer Wilkinson Jr  Honoring 

& honoring of all Veterans..  For more information you can 

contact Maybella Lone Fight 701.421.2789  or  Aaron Abbey 

701.421.5076. 

On another note, I am currently working with the Chairman 

Fox on the following projects; Assisted Living, state park, and 

outdoor pool. Our next major project to work on will be our 

new community center. 

Other things happening in our West Segment community will 

be the White Oak Park. This park will be relocated with some 

tenants moving their trailer homes to their own land 

locations. In time, all trailer homes will be relocated. When 

the area is all cleared, in the near future, this will be West 

Segmentõs new main street, where we will have stores and 

other businesses located in this area. 

The majority of costs for West Segment will be utilized with 

the Black Eagle Estates for repairs because of the homes being 

set on wetlands. Other funds will be used for a fencing crew 

for elders new homesites within range units. 

The TAT Restoration Program will be working with us here at 

West Segment in repairing and restoring the markers on the 

graves in the Independence Cemetery out east of the 

Mandaree Community.  

The 1st Baptist Church is being renovated now and should be 

open for services soon. 

This is it for now have a good rest of the month of May and 

have a good Memorial Day as well.  

I would also like to say Congratulation to the 2021 seniors, 

also the promotion of the 8th grade class. Graduations will 

take place May 27, 2021. 

Mandaree Singers were on hand 

at the working sessions. Pictured 

above is Rylan and Mister Baker. 

Honoring of Veterans' 
that attending the 
banquet.  
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Press Release Little Swallow Fire 
With deepest heart felt gratitude I want to thank the many people who helped contain and suppress the Little Swallow Fire. 

The drought gave this wildfire extraordinary energy and potential for damage. Through training, experience and cooperation, 
this was an overall successful response with no injuries. Thank you. Marle Baker,  Fire Chief Mandaree Volunteer Fire 
Department  

Incident Name: Little Swallow Fire 

Incident Tyle and Level: Wildfire, Type III 

Date/Time Detected: May 1, 2021, 2:30 PM CST 

Cause of Origin: Under Investigation 

Location: 10 miles South of Mandaree, ND, South of BIA Road 17 and on the north side of the Missouri River. 

Resources: 5-type 6 Engines (TAT Fire Management), 4-Type 6 Engines (ND Forest Service), 3-Type 6 Engines (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service), 
1-Structure Engine (Mandaree Volunteer Fire Department), 3-Type 6 Engines (Killdeer Fire Department), 1-Fixed Wing Air Observation (ND 
Civil Air Patrol), 1-Dozer (TAT Roads), 3-BlackHawk Helicopters (SD Air National Guard), 5-Overhead, 55-Total Personnel. 

Type of Burning/Fuel Type: Grass, Brush, Juniper, Ash, Oak and Aspens. 

Terrain: Steep, rugged hills and ravines, the majority of which is inaccessible by vehicles. 

Size: 9,803 Acres (Estimated) 

Containment: 100% (There will be continue to some active interior burning for 2-3 weeks) 

Jurisdiction: Tribal/BIA 

Primary Agency: Three Affiliated Tribes Fire Management. 

Other Agency Response: Mandaree Volunteer Fire Department, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, North Dakota Forest Service, Killdeer Fire 
Deparment, MHA Emergency Operations Center, Dunn County Sheriffôs Office, Mandaree EMS, Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Supporting Agencies: West Segment Security, West Segment Rural Water, TAT Roads, TAT Maintenance. 

Fire Activity: Resources immediately conducted back burn operations and were used throughout the incident to successfully contain the fire. 
Mop up operations along fire perimeter is continuing with limited hot spots being found. Back burn sites were effective in reinforcing dozer lines 
and roads. Active torching and burning continues in residual fuels. Interior burning is expected to last for an additional 2 weeks. Resources will 
remain on scene to monitor containment perimeter and interior burning. 

Overall Weather Conditions: Extreme Drought Conditions and subsequent Fire Weather (Red Flag) Warnings, Hot, Dry, Windy Conditions will 
contribute to the burning of residual fuels. Potential precipitation this upcoming weekend should help fire crews on the site with mop up 
operations. 

Structures Lost/Damaged:  1 unoccupied mobile home. 

Injuries: None 

Smoke Visible From: Smoke from residual fuel is expected to be visible from BIA 14, BIA 17, North Dakota Highway 22, and Mandaree area 
for the next 2 weeks. 

Closure/Evacuations: Evacuations were implemented for local oil field locations in the incident area during initial fire run. No Evacuations or 

Road Closures were needed upon completion of dozer lines and burn out. There is no threat to lives or property at this time. 

 

 For Media Inquires, Please Contact: Incident Commander Marle Baker, (701) 421-1423 
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As you can see this road goes up and beyond the other side. 
When I went on this road you can tell it had to be grated in 
order for the fire trucks and fire fighters can get to  it. 

Here you can see a white tail deer on the burnt land. I also 

seen an antelope run across the road from me. 

This photo was taken on a hill looking downward into the 

badlands it was heavily burned. 

Little Swallow Wild Fire Photos of Land Burnt 

In this area where trees are burned you can see smoldering 

smoke. 

We have seen Red Flag warnings on the news because of the 
strong winds and low humidity which can easily ignite wild 
fires. In the picture above you can see where itõs dark thatõs 
where the  wild fire came pretty close to an oil well which 
would have been very dangerous if  it caught fire. We at West 
Segment are very proud of our Mandaree volunteer fire 
department who worked hard day and night to retain this wild 
fire. Also to all of those who helped their names are listed on the 
page 4 on the press release. We honor all fire fighters on 
International Firefighter Day! 
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Mandaree Elders Enjoy Playing Bingo Outdoors from their Vehicles 

0ÈÏÔÏÓ ÂÙ ,ÅÅ!ÎÎÁ .ÁÔÉÏÎ 

Director of Aging Services, Mrs. Polly Chase welcomed the 
elders. She mentioned this event is usually held in New 
Town, due to covid they decided to do this event in each 
segment of Honoring our Elders. So she wanted to honor 
the elders in our community with this nice event. 

The prizes and door prizes were awesome and given to elders 

whoõs names were called for door prizes. Baked cakes were 

given away for door prizes. 

Catherine Smith and Dee Dee Mossette were there to 

enjoy the afternoon of playing bingo. 

Here is another table that displayed prizes for the elders. The 

elders were very fortunate to have such wonderful prizes that 

they were able to win at playing bingo. 

Elder Mary Finley is pictured here 

having fun playing bingo. 

Martha Bird Bear and myself got caught 

by the camera playing bingo. 

Delreen Robertson came and enjoyed her 

day at the Elders Bingo. 
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2021 Mandaree High School Seniors 

Aspen Grady 

Walter DeVille Jr. 

Don Fox 

Kasen Johnson 

Shyla Red Wolf Jessee Vigen 

Richard Couture 

Heath Brian Hall 

Francesca Ross 

 


