
 

 

Quotes For The Heart & Mind: 

* òYou are never too old to set 
another goal or to dream a new 
dream.ó ~C.S. Lewis~ 

¶ òKeep your face always 
toward the sunshine, and 
shadows will fall behind 
youó. ~Walt Whitman~ 

¶ òBravery is being the only 
one who knows youõre 
afraidó.~ Franklin P. Jones~ 
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Ranching & Cowboying An Amazing & Hard Way Of Life 

Itôs what most people do when they live out in 
the country in North Dakota they either ranch, 
farm or cowboy in which ever way they choose. 
It becomes a way of life for them. A way of life 
they fully appreciate and love what they do on a 
daily basis, even through all the struggles and 
hardships they go through. Whether thatôs 
dealing with our elements or dealing with 
finances. They do what they do and make the 
best of what they have. During the trying times 
we have gone through this past year with 
COVID-19 many people came to realize the 
importance and the appreciation of a rancher 
and farmer. Both canôt be done without having a 
cowboy on hand to help them or a good ranch 
hand. 

With that in mind, I would like to introduce one 
rancher from our West Segment community  

who has worked hard all his life to get to where he  
is at today. His given Indian name is ñDoes Goodò 
which was given to him by old man Pete Coffey. His 
English name is Ivan Johnson, he was born to the 
late Melvin and Eloise (Mandan) Johnson in 
Richardton, North Dakota. According to Ivan he 
states; ñMy parents had five boys and four girls there 
was a baby girl who passed away as an infant. 
There are now five deceased in our family.ò  

Ivan is a lifelong resident of the Mandaree 
community. He lives on his ranch with his family 
which is located a few miles east outside of 
Mandaree. He continues to live where he grew up. 

 As we visited I asked Ivan how his childhood was 
like when he was growing up. His reply was;  

Continue on page 8.  

In this photo are buildings around the Johnson ranch with beautiful hills in the background. 

Every building is used in part of his ranching one for vet services and an indoor arena. 



 

 

  First of all, I would like to offer my 

sincere sympathies to the families and 

relatives of  Winona Young Bear, 

Ambrose Phelan Jr., Sandra Finley, 

Donald Lone Fight, and Darrell Birdsbill 

& Teacher/Coach Delbert Fry. Our 

prayers are with each and every one of 

your families and relatives. 

We can honestly say summer is here we 

h av e  ex p e r i e n c e d  s o m e  h o t 

temperatures in our area. If you are outdoors and its hot 

outside, do keep water close by and keep hydrated. Especially 

our elders, if youõre going out and about always have water 

keep safe and always wear your mask in public.  

For the month of June we were all busy getting ready for the 

Bakken days here in Mandaree. It went over very well. There 

were a lot of activities for all ages to participate in and enjoy. 

You can see some pictures on page six and seven in this 

newspaper.  For the information of the Gathering Celebration 

funds.   The TBC distributes funds to every Celebration in each 

segment it is a use or lose it.  The West Cultural Department 

asked to put on a celebration due to community members 

wanting a celebration.  Therefore I gave them the go ahead to 

put a budget together to draw down the funds for the 

celebration.  No West Segment funds where used on the 

Gathering Celebration. I would like to thank Jerrilynn Lincoln 

for her enormous contribution to the Celebration.  Jerrilynn, 

your amazing to give back to your community without being 

asked. For this month a mourners feed was held on Thursday, 

July 15 at 6pm at the Water Chief Hall. Also on that same day a 

diabetes blood screening will be available at 11am.  July 17, 

Memorial ride for the ones we lost to Covid-19, drugs and 

alcohol. Memorial walk/run for SSGT Michael Howe will start 

at the Lone Fight T3 Ranch by mile marker 10 will pick up 

walkers at the On The Slant Rodeo Arena, sponsored by Monte 

& Denise Lincoln. A memorial bingo Mary Jo Packineau with 

the feed. Bingo to follow at 3pm at the Water Chief Hall. 

The Gathering Celebration was held on July 18th, 2021 with 

the organizers: President~Maybella Lone Fight, Vice-President~ 

Aaron Abbey, Treasurer~Doreen Charging, Secretary~Lindsey 

Fox. The host drum will be the Mandaree Singers, Post~Myron 

Johnson/Nathan Good Iron Post 271. The Arena 

Director~Donavan Abbey. On the morning of this day flag 

raising will take place at 8am. Theodore Lone Fight Jr., 

Meredith Dreke Irwin, Eric Smith Sr..   

Councilwoman Turner-Lone Fight Update 
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An adoption will take place where Dennis Nez will be 

adopted into the Knife Clan.  Than grand entry will be at 

1pm in with the grand entry there a Clans Recognition 

Dance will take place. Grand entry will have each clan 

member dance in with their clan. T-shirts will be a specific 

color representing each clan, t-shirts are provided while 

supplies last. Here are the colors each clan will wear: 

Low Cap~Yellow    Water Buster~Green 

Knife Clan~Blue    Prairie Chicken~Purple 

Alkalai Lodge~Turquoise   Wide Ridge~Red 

Dripping Dirt~Lime Green 

Specials: 

Team Dance (all ages) 

Switch Dance Men & Women 

Veterans Special (no regalia required) 

All Veterans & Ladies Auxiliary 

Hat & Boot Special 

All ages males & females 

Mia Wilkinson Jingle Dress Special 

Other: 

Honoring of Mothers 

Sobriety Honor Dance 

This Gathering Celebration was to bring us together again, 

since itõs been almost a full year since Covid isolated every 

one. A time for us to enjoy ourselves since we arenõt having 

the Mandaree Celebration. I look forward  to seeing you all 

there. On another note, I am very excited and look forward 

to Maagarishda Language Nest Project. You can read about it 

on page 31 in this newspaper. 

Also, those who signed up for clean up at their designated 

areas will be able to pick up their state fair tickets on these 3 

days only; July 19th, July 20th and July 21st.(not after that) 

You can stop by Lindsey Fox Sepeta office inside the Water 

Chief Hall. Or you can call her at 421-1901. 

Just a reminder for elders or anyone who needs 

transportation to the clinic or to doctor appointments, or if  

you need your medicine picked up in New Town. We do have 

a driver, feel free to call Rayne Brown at 421-1901. We ask 

that you let her know ahead of time if  you have 

appointments in Minot or Bismarck so she can write you 

down in her schedule.  Elders who need any help with their 

yards or any thing we are capable of helping, we will please 

call the office 759.3077. 
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Thanks to Chairman Fox, whom will be assisting with 

funding to start developing our community of Mandaree.  

We have picked out the locations for our new community 

center, which will be on the hill south of Lorraine Howe 

residence.  The assistant living quarters will be located 

east of the our new Fire/EMT station.   The area where 

the Veterans' building was to be built; will become a ice 

skating rink due to the fact that it is wet land area.  We 

are still looking for a location to put up a skate park.  

There are new horse pits up on Buffalo Bird Woman park 

which is located north of the Celebration ground.  We 

hope to place a play ground in the park.  In the near 

future, we will relocate the White Oak Trailer area by 

moving every other trailer, this will give room for our 

children and residences to have a yard.  With that said, 

there will be a new trailer park southð west of Fimbers  

residence. Some of the other trailers will be rent to own 

with those residents who applied and received homesite 

leases.   

 The house on 22 will be our total immersion school 

facilities and we hope to be open by August 15, 2021.  

This building will also be the new facilities for the MHA 

Land & Livestock quarters.  

 I would like to thank the Beautification program for 

helping us clean up the southeast part of Mandaree.  The 

Mandaree Community Board will be developing an 

Ordinance for Mandaree community in the near future, 

to include; ATV usage on our street, curfew, animal 

control~ dogs & horses mainly.  Our street light should be 

going up soon, speed bumps & speed limit signs in the 

community and on our BIA roads.    

 School starts August 16th, West Segment will be working 

hand in hand with the Mandaree School and the TAT 

Education Department to put on a big bash for a great 

school year.  

 Some of the TBC took a trip to Las Vegas to visit with the 

architect and business developments on the 8 acre lot,  

 from one council member who attended it sounded like the TAT 

could make an enormous revenue. I will know more and give an 

update in next monthõs paper.   Elder disbursement  in the amount 

$2,000 July 19-20, 2021 activities for Elders have not been 

determined yet.  General Public is around August 23, 2021. 

The Education Department  is getting up and moving at this time 

we have no director so I will be assisting to get the Education 

Department moving in the right direction.  I would like individual 

TAT enrolled members who need their high school diplomas to call 

759.3016 and sign up with Lorretta. She will than give me names 

and I will set up a meeting with you all and get you moving to 

receive your high school diploma; more information to follow.  Mr. 

Lloyd Vigen is the new Director for the MHA Land & Livestock 

Corp.,  the plans for the slaughterhouse and cattle feed lot are still 

in the plans for our community.    

I would like to give a shout out to our Coolsys our service provider 

for all our plumbing, air conditioning, heating, lighting etc. service.  

Co owner is Mike Tobin, who has provided us with a lot of service 

in the C.A.R.E. building (old MEC building) Mike said to me;  I 

believe in what CARE is doing for your community so all the work I 

did for the building I am writing it off. (this saved West Segment a 

lot of money). When he told me that tears fell from my eyes, I was 

so lost for words, all I could do was thank him over and over again.  

If  you see him around the community fixing things give him a 

shout out with a big thank you!   I would like to congratulate 

Delaine Clairmont as the new Mandaree School Board member. 

Just a reminder, we only take care of medical needs, but with that 

said, anyone that has come to the West Segment admin or to myself 

we help out if we can.  I know we donõt have money to give out but 

we do help out in supplemental ways. Congratulations to the 

Mandaree volunteer Department for receiving  an monitory gift for 

their department; great job Marley and crew. In closing, I would 

like to mention, I do make a point to attend all the committee 

meetings at the tribe. I chair the cultural committee and I am a 

member on the Education committee.  I would like to remind 

everyone if you didnõt get vaccinated, please do! We need to protect 

our kids and everyone around us.  



 

 

 This young 

cowboy first 

started in rodeo 

at the age 

tender age of 

four. He first 

rode sheep, 

then moved 

onto calves, 

then steers and 

now he rides 

bulls. From that 

time when he 

was four years 

o l d , K a s e n 

worked hard at 

it in rodeos. He 

had a lot of 

support from 

his parents. As Kasen states; ñI had to give it my all and work hard 

to get it done. I had a lot of help and support from my family and 

community.ò  Kasenôs  hard work and dedication has paid off he 

now has earned a great reputation in the rodeo circuit for being an 

outstanding bull rider. For this young cowboy High school rodeos 

are now in the past. Kasen will now be competing in the Indian 

National Finals Rodeo (INFR) rodeo and possibly other professional 

rodeos. Kasen Johnson  recently added to his collection of buckles. 

He participated in NDHSRA 

and won the  State 

Championship in bull riding. 

His most recent win was at the 

State Finals in Bowman, North 

Dakota. He won the second 

round and finished the year as 

ND Reserve State Champion. 

The National Finals will be July 

16th-26 in Lincoln, Nebraska.      

Continue on next page. 

This young lady has 

accomplished a lot in her 

young life. ñBlue Blossomò 

is her given Indian name 

her English name is 

Jessee Vigen. Pictured to 

your left she is standing 

between her parents. 

Lloyd and Danille Vigen. 

She recently signed for 

the NHSC Storm team in 

the areas of Cross 

Country and Basketball. 

J e s s e e  r e c e n t l y 

graduated this year from 

high school at the Mandaree School. She had the highest GPA in her 

senior class. A five year player/starter in basketball and a two year runner 

in Cross Country. Jessee also participates in many other traditional 

events. She recently won the International Indian Relay Championship 

races held in Pawhuska, Oklahoma. So itôs not only basketball and cross 

country, or relay races,  this young lady competes in the rodeo circuit as 

well. Once she is settled in being a student at NHSC you can look 

forward to seeing her participate in the Equine Department for sure. 

Jessee is MHA enrolled member and she is also a member of the Oglala 

Sioux Nation.  Jessee has the great support of her parents and her family.  

In the near future we will 

hear more about her 

making a immediate 

impact in the sports of 

basketball, cross country, 

relay horse races and 

rodeo events.  

On behalf of West 

Segment we wish her the 

best of luck as she enters 

a new chapter in her 

young life. 

                   Page 4.  West Segment News July 2021 

Around West Segment 
Mandaree High School Graduate Signs on With  

NHSC Storm Team Participating in Sports 

 Lloyd Vigen, Jessee and her mom Danielle 

stand proudly with their daughter. 

Jessee Vigen stands holding her paper sign 

on with NHSC Storm.  

2021 North Dakota High School Rodeo 
Association Bull Riding Champion is 
Kasen Johnson 

Pictured above are the winners for the 2021 North 

Dakota High School Rodeo Association. Kasen 

Johnson stands proudly with his buckle. He is 

standing to your left the second to the last cowboy 

with a black hat on. 

Pictured above  is his latest buckle 

he won. 
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Around West Segment 

 where he will compete. One of his goals is to get the gold and 

be the World Champion. He won three buckles for reserve 

champion. Kasen recently graduated from high school here in 

Mandaree. He has since then hit the rodeo circuit attaining his 

status as a well known bull rider. He will compete in INFR all 

summer to continue his great standing in rodeo. Since he 

graduated from high school this young cowboy is off to a great 

start. Colleges have been eying him to attend their college and 

join their rodeo clubs.  Kasen has  a few colleges offering him 

scholarship from the following colleges;  University of 

Wyoming, Mitchell Technical College, Colorado Mesa 

University, Montana State University-Northern, Dawson 

Community College and Dickinson State University.  According 

to Kasen he says he will make a decision soon on what his 

plans for his future. Kasen says his role model is JB Mauney, 

ñhe has a lot of try and I try to match his style. I will be 

competing in bull riding in Lincoln, Nebraska Iôm looking to 

come home World Champion.  Kason has a lot of support from 

his family, friends and his sponsors. As he states; ñI want to 

thank Trena Baker and Al Newman, Linda Baker, Four Bears 

Casino, MHA Nation, Bailey Pro Rodeo. I also want to thank 

my community the support from them in my fundraisers or just 

someone saying ñgood jobò makes me feel good. I want to give 

a special thank you to my mom and dad, I wouldn't be here 

without their help, guidance and support. My mom for always 

making sure Iôm entered in my rodeos and handling all my 

fundraisers. My dad for getting me to my rodeos and pulling my 

rope every time and showing me right from wrong. My brother 

and sisters, aunts, uncles and my grandparents for always 

supporting me. A big thank you to everyone! Kasenôs parents 

are Tony and Maranda Johnson and his grandparents on his 

dadôs side are James and Roseann Johnson. His grandparents 

on his motherôs side are Randy and the late Jessica Phelan. 

On behalf of West Segment we wish him the best of luck in 

Lincoln, Nebraska we are all rooting for you Kasen!  Latest on 

Kasen he rode in Lame Deer, Montana  4th of July weekend 

and scored an 80 point ride in 1st place on the Tour Rodeo in 

bull riding. Way to ride Kasen!  

 

 

Kasen Johnson Continue Mandaree Volunteer Fire Department Receives The 

Vice Presidentõs Award From Enerplus 

On behalf of the Mandaree Volunteer Fire Department, Fire Chief 

Marle Baker was on hand to receive the award from Nathan Fisher, 

VP United State Business Unit and Josh Ruffo, West Region Field 

Coordinator. Tribal Business Council members stand in the 

background. 

The Vice Presidentõs Award is typically presented to Enerplus 

employee or groups who have gone above and beyond in various 

disciplines for the betterment of our company or the communities in 

which we operate. In this instance, we believe that it was appropriate 

to present the Vice Presidentõs award to a non-Enerplus group that 

clearly demonstrated exceptional performance for the betterment of 

the community and Enerplus. 

We are grateful to the Mandaree Volunteer Fire Department for 

going above and beyond in fighting the Little Swallow wild fire in 

early May of 2021. This wild fire affected a large portion of the Fort 

Berthold Indian Reservation and directly threatened numerous 

Enerplus production facilities on FBIR. The Mandaree Volunteer Fire 

Departmentõs swift and efficient response assisted us and the 

community in keeping people safe. In addition, their actions 

prevented significant potential damage to property in the area, 

including numerous Enerplus facilities. 

This experience was a clear demonstration of the importance of 

strong relationships. We are grateful for the response to this fire, and 

even more grateful for the trust-based relationship we have built 

with the Mandaree Volunteer Fire Department. 

0ÈÏÔÏ Ǫ !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ  #ÏÕÒÔÅÓÙ ÏÆ %ÎÅÒÐÌÕÓ 
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West Segment Bakken Day Fun! 

Bakken Day Parade Float made by Lorraine 

Howe Family. Pictured here are her 

grandchildren; Terrell, Mataylei, Jacee, 

Andrea, Jaylei and their dog Thomas. 

West Segment hosted a 3 on 3 basketball 

that had nine teams from the community as 

well teams from around Fort Berthold. 

Pictured here is Team Phelanï Bailey vs. 

Sunset park. 

Marcia White Eagle & Deville Family 

sponsored a Cornhole tournament that 

included ages 8 yr. to adults.  

Amongst the busy day, West Segment also 

hosted a Horse Shoe Tournament; Pictured 

here is contestants Gordon White Owl  and 

Leonard Hosie  

Pictured here is ages 8-14 wheel barrel racers 

that took place at the powwow arena.  

Pictured here is the Cornhole teams during the 

Tournament held early during the Bakken Day 

event. The White Eagle & Deville Family 

provided prizes and cash prizes to all the 

winners. 

Pictured here is the Horse Shoe Tournament 

Contestants. The tournament was held north of 

the powwow grounds during the Bakken Day 

Event.  

West Segment youth pictured here is the three-

legged race. The two girls center is Cara Mason 

and Janaya Standish.  

West Segment Maintenance Department 

put together a ñSlip & Slideò for the 

children to cool off in the 100 degree 

weather during the Bakken Day event. 
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West Segment Fun Day! 

Here is Mud Runï ATV Contestant Aila Fox who 

entered her side by side into this years competition.  

Pictured here is adult Tug-o-War Champions (L-

R)  Steffan Packineau, Swan Hopkins, Dylan 

Finley, Shanna Fox, Kendell and Louden Smith.  

Pictured here is the Baby Crawl babies of Echo 
Claymore, CJ Good Bird and Shanna Fox. The family of 
late DeRae Mann sponsored this years event, DeRae 
was the coordinator for these children's activities in the 
past years. 

Pictured here is the ñ Dan Hunts Along Raceò also 

known as the Big Boys race which featured men's 250 

lbs +  

Here is adult Watermelon Eating Contestants with 

Tony Two Bears holding up his ate watermelon.  

Here is the watermelon eating 

winners; (L-R) 3rd Place Tony Two 

Bears, 2nd Place Avis Reimer, 1st 

Place Sam Irwin. 

Here is 1st place baby crawler Sienna Poitra with her 

mom Kylee Dawes, standing with Echo Claymore who 

coordinated the race.  

A day full 

Of Fun for  

All ages! 

West  

  Segment 

     Bakken  

       Day! 

       A day full 

          Of Fun for  

        All ages! 

          West  

    Segment 

     Bakken  

       Day! 
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Cowboying & Ranching An Amazing  & Hard Way of Life  
ñMy childhood was 
ok we were pretty 
poor but we didnôt 
think to much 
about it thatôs the 
way it was. Thatôs 
the way everybody 
was back then. We 
all got along we 
didn't know any 
other way. We 
would go to the 
neighbors to ride 
horseback. We 
were outside all 
the time very 
seldom were we in 
the house. We 

didn't have much to do back then, I used to pick berries with my brothers 
and we pushed old tires around so those were our toys, he laughs.ò 

Living here in North Dakota we have some hard winters. Me and Ivan 
talked about the difficult winters here at home; ñIn the winter time we 
couldnôt get out of our place. We had a lot of snow  they didnôt open our 
roads up like they do today. We just had a car trail coming into our  
house, we were always snow bound. It was hard to get to school and if 
you wanted to go to school you had to walk about a mile to catch the 
bus. As hard as it was, we always managed to have food, it was tough 
times but we didnôt know any other way. No running water or electricity 
in our old house for a long time. We had an outhouse and a wood stove 
in the house. I chopped more wood than a lumberjack back then.ò 

A lot of us have been raised in many different ways and some of the 
teachings we were taught were taught in different ways too. In Ivanôs 
case seemed like all of his teachings were a given meaning naturally. As 
he goes onto to say; ñ I donôt ever remember my mom and dad telling us 
to do this or to do that. We just followed what they did, well thatôs the 
way your supposed to do it. Anytime they needed help we were there to 
help. I remember if I did something wrong or if I wasnôt acting right, they 
never really scolded me and I donôt remember getting a whipping, which 
I probably should have many times. He pauses and laughs. Then goes 
onto say; ñAll they would say to me is Iôm going to get grandpa George, 
then I remember hiding under the bed a few times. As he laughs, and 
goes onto to say; ñIt was a given it was naturally there, we didnôt have to 
be told all the time. They would always tell us weôre going to get your 
uncle they would make you behave. Grandpa George was the one I was 
afraid of all he had to do was look at me and you knew you done 
something wrong. I remember I got so mad at him one time, I always 
wanted a pair of saddlebags and finally my mom could afford one so I 
finally got some saddlebags and I was so proud of them. One time, I 
was with my dad and grandpa George they were out hunting prairie 
chickens and I was playing with my saddlebags in the back and I noticed 
something was in there so I opened it up, and here there was a baby 
bottle with a nipple on it. Oh man I was mad. Anyway, I knew right away 

 Grandpa George was the one who did that. I can still remember 
right where we were at to when that happenedò. 

 In growing up we all have people in our lives who we look up too so 
I asked Ivan who he looked up too and this is what he had to say; ñ I 
looked up to my dad, I was always with my dad hunting or my 
brother Myron, who got killed in Viet Nam, he was hunter and we 
would always go out hunting. Like I said, we didnôt take a spanking 
or like that we just watched what the elders were doing. I guess it 
sets in your mind. I never seen them do anything wrong so it mustôve 
been right. When we needed to go somewhere we always got there, 
we always had groceries, we never had anything fancy. I remember 
we got a black and white TV it was all snowy you couldn't see it 
anyways to me that was something. We never had a lot but we were 
happy. When we got home from school we had to chop wood for the 
wood stove and carried a lot of coal to the house. We had to haul 
our water from a well, we hauled water in buckets and filled up 
cream cans with more buckets.ò 

As we visited I asked Ivan how old he was when he started riding. 
He said;  ñI was around twelve years old or younger when I started 
riding horseback. I broke my arm right away when I started riding. I 
used to go to Grandpa Georgeôs place across the coulee and ride 
horseback because we didnôt have any horses. I rode with Bruce a 
lot we used to ride all over up north and down south we rode all over 
the place out in the country. That was our fun and enjoyment riding 
horseback thatôs all we had. When I got out of the eighth grade, I 
was riding and breaking horses for a guy north of New Town and at 
the same time I was working on a drilling rig. Then I went to Stanley 
where I was making pretty good money back then. So I would work 
during the summer months, It was so hard for me to go back to 
school, I hated school because I was making good money. Seem 
like to me it was a waste of time sitting there in school, when I could 
be making money. It was always so good to come back from work 
and give your folks some money, every one of my brothers did that 
for our folks. We always figured look how long they took care of us.   

When I was in the 12th grade,  I finally quit school. I left to work on a 
big ranch in Montana where they ran about 8, 000 head of cows. 
Then I went on to work for a guy up in Jordan, his name was Benny 
Binion he owned a big casino in Las Vegas called the Horse Shoe. 
Then I went to work at the Matador in Billings, Montana they ran 
about ten thousand head of cows. My brother Bernie was doing iron 
work in Texas and he asked me what I was doing. I told him I was 
working and making $175.00 a month back then, that was a lot of 
money. My brother Bernie said come to Texas weôll go iron working 
so I went down there for a while. We did some rodeoing down there 
and when we got home here we rodeoed a little.  

If you grew up around horses and cattle or on a ranch and didnôt 
rodeo but you rode horse back everyday, and went on roundups, 
took care of horses and cows. Than you would know theyôre two 
different kinds of cowboys. As Ivan explains; ñthereôs a ranch cowboy 
and a rodeo cowboy. I started riding well Iôm gonna guess  I mustôve 
been around fifteen or sixteen years old. Mandaree school had a  

Pictured here is the old house, their 

homestead where Melvin and Eloise raised 

their children. 
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Cowboying & Ranching An Amazing  & Hard Way of Life  
good rodeo team, I remember going to the National finals rodeo in Idaho 
in the bronc and bull riding. Other than that, we just rodeoed locally in 
NDRA and the Indian rodeos. Iôve been ranching now for the past 
nineteen years now. I got my first sixty-five head of cows when I was 
nineteen years old and Iôm still ranching with cows and horses. 

As we visited we talked about some of the teachings that Ivan 
remembers that helped him along his way in life and helped him be 
where he is at today. As Ivan goes onto to say; ñI believe I got where I 
am today by watching my elders, learning how to work from them. It 
seems like the only way I was ever going to get anything was to have a 
job and make some money so thatôs what I learned from them old fellas. 
I always paid attention, watch them to see how they were doing things 
and how they conducted themselves, theyôve been there and done that.ò 

In 1992 to 1996 Ivan was elected by our people here in Mandaree to be 
on our Tribal Business Council as our representative. We started visiting 
about some of the things he did while he was our representative. Ivan 
states; ñBack then it seems like the lease money our people got was 
really important, there werenôt that many jobs no oil lease monies. What 
I wanted to do was work more with improving the land as far as putting 
in water, doing some cross fencing, grass seeding, brush clearing stuff 
like that. We did not have the money like they do now. When I was on 
council, I started selling chances on a new dodge pickup so we could 
raise some extra monies to do some range improvements. I didnôt run to 
the council and say I need this much money to do this,  I just did it on 
my own. In my own opinion, I think that if youôre on the council you 
should ask the people what they want or what they think is right or what 
they think should be done. Now it seems like they donôt include the 
people, they just go ahead and build or buy multi-million buildings they 
just do it. Why donôt they ask the people what they want. When I was on 
the council I was just a representative the people put in there in so they 
need to know or find out from them what they think. Thereôs always 
somebody smarter. Everybody donôt have oil money a lot of people donôt 
with the money thatôs going out. Why donôt they check on our people 
maybe somebody needs help that donôt get any oil income. Or they 
donôt have a job or theyôre old or they canôt work. I think theyôre really 
forgetting these people. Your like a board member a representative your 
supposed to watch out for the people for their interests, theyôre the ones 
who put you on as their representative to watch out for your people. 
Today thereôs a lot more revenue they have more money a lot  more 
income there that they never had before. Itôs hard to say but I still think 
they should still get out to the community and see what the people want 
and that goes for the whole council. 

When Covid-19 was around it was a time the people in our world all 
came to a stand still. Many were isolated in their own homes. Employed 
people and elders all were home bound. It was definitely a different time 
for all of us a time we will not forget. Its still here so many of us continue 
to wear our masks when we go places just to be safe. While we visited, 
I asked him how he dealt with Covid and if there were any effects from 
it. This is what he had to say; ñIt hasnôt really affected us here because 
we just stayed here on the ranch. We have so much to do here that we 
didn't go out a whole lot. Everyday we had things to take care of so we 
didnôt go out to visit or anything.  

Even if we could we 
just didnôt have the 
time we were always 
so busy taking care of 
things here.ò 

As I mentioned 
before, Iôve been 
ranching since I was 
nineteen years old 
today I have three 
hired men working 
and helping me. 
Theyôre the best 
workers I have ever 

seen, the best people. Theyôre all Hispanic and very good workers.  I 
asked Ivan how most of his days start out as he replied; ñFirst thing in 
the morning I get a lot of phone calls so I take care of that. Then I still 
have a roustabout crew so we have to do our safety meeting right in 
the mornings. I get with the guys to see what they have going on for 
the day as far as in the oil field. Then itôs right back to the ranch here 
feeding cattle and horses. We have a feed lot here and we usually 
feed six or seven hundred calves from October till Spring. Sometimes 
we just get done eying 148 head of heifers that we had in the feed lot 
all winter, we just hauled them out two days ago on pasture. Now we 
just found out we got blue algae in the water, I remember that 
happened a few years ago, north of here on boggy we lost five or six 
cows some of them went blind and some we had to abort their calves 
itôs really bad. Itôs getting wild here in North Dakota right now, weôre 
hauling fresh water down to the heifers because of blue algae. Then 
itôs weening time then you have to give shots then calving starts. Itôs 
the same thing, your always busy taking care of your cows or horses. 
If itôs 20 below out with a lot of snow you still got to take care of things 
no matter what. Itôs not an eight to five job itôs everyday all the timeò. 

Ivan has been very fortunate in his 
lifetime, he took the advice of an old 
man and lived by that. He has good 
people around him with good 
dependable help. We are all aware 
that things donôt just come to us or 
are given to us most of us have to 
worked hard at an young age to get 
what we have or what we want. 
Much less save what we can.  
Nobody is perfect in this life but for 
most that know what itôs like to work 

most of your life, you get to a point where you appreciate what you 
worked hard for with the sacrifices you made along the way. Today 
Ivan is successful at what he does with the hard work heôs done for 
many years along with the many sacrifices heôs made. Yet he seemed 
a little modest when I asked him about being successful. Heôs a man 
who doesn't brag about what he has done being a successful rancher 
isnôt an easy.                      Continue on page. 12 

In this photo it shows the feed lot he has down 
by his old place. This is where he takes care 
of his cows and horses. 


